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HEPTON  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


Abraham  Ormerod  Medical  Centre, 
Todinorden. 

October,  1950. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council 

Gentlemen, 

1 have  the  honour  to  present  the  third  Annual  Beport 
since  the  inception  of  the  scheme  of  Divisional  Health 
Administration. 


Under  this  arrangement  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
is  also  Divisional  Medical  Officer  for  the  West  Hiding  County 
Council’s  local  health  services  and  has  similar  functions  in 
the  Borough  of  Todmorden  and  the  Urban  Districts  of 
iSowerby  Bridge,  Hebden  Boyd,  and  Kipponden.  The  scheme 
lias,  1 think,  led  to  a closer  integration  of  all  local  authority 
health  services. 

The  vital  statistics  for  the  year  1949  show  a declining 
birth-rate  accompanied  by  a slight  rise  in  the  death-rate. 
The  latter  is  due  largely  to  the  increasing  age  of  the  com- 
munity and  should  not  be  regarded  as  evidence  of  deteriora- 
tion of  the  health  of  the  community. 

Although  deaths  exceeded  births  by  five,  the  mid-year 
population  figures  show  an  increase  of  50  over  the  previous 
year,  this  being  due  to  an  influx  of  new  residents.  This 
augmented*  population,  is  for  the  most  part,  housed  in  the 
same  ageing  and  sometimes  decrepit  property,  only  four  new 
houses  having  been  completed  during  the  year.  Unfortun- 
ately, the  statistical  evidence  of  housing  inadequacy  is 
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supported  by  one's  experience  of  a growing  number  of 
housing  complaints  from  residents,  it  is,  I think,  obvious 
that  the  housing  “ drive  ” is  failing  to  keep  pace  with 
current  requirements  let  alone  remedy  the  deficiencies  of 
past  decades.  The  problem  is,  of  course,  not  confined  to  this 
district  nor  even  to  this  country.  The  resources  of  modern 
civilisation  are  being  devoted  more  and  more  to  destructive 
ends  and  one  wonders  how  long  it  can  be  before  howitzers 
are  again  given  priority  over  houses  and  tanks  preferred  to 
tenements. 

ft  is  not  surprising  in  these  circumstances  that  such 
little  progress  is  being  made  towards  stemming  the  tide  of 
tuberculosis,  a disease  which  flourishes  in  bad  housing  con- 
ditions. Five  new  cases  were  notified  in  1949  as  compared 
with  two  in  1948:  three  of  the  five  were  persons  under  the 
age  of  35  years.  The  public  has  been  alarmed  by  the  threat 
of  infantile  paralysis  but  in  point  of  fact  tuberculosis  has 
proved  a much  greater  menace  to  the  youthful  members  of 
the  community. 

A happier  note  is  sounded  by  the  statistics  relating  to 
maternity  and  child  welfare.  1949  proved  to  be  yet  another 
in  thei  recent  succession  of  years  without  a single  death  due 
to  confinement,  a tribute  to  the  work  of  all  branches  of  the 
medical  and  social  services.  Furthermore,  the  number  of 
infant  deaths  (under  1 year)  was  limited  to  two  and  there 
was  only  one  stillbirth.  The  general  health  of  the  school- 
children,  too,  has  remained  at  a satisfactory  level.  It  is  to 
be  hoped  that  these  high  standards  will  be  maintained  in 
spite  of  the  uncertain  times  ahead. 

1 wish  to  thank  the  members  of  the  Council  for  their 
kindness  and  co-operation,  and  to  thank  Mr.  Smith,  Sanitary 
Inspector,  for  his  kindness  and  efforts  to  give  me  the  sani- 
tary circumstances  of  the  area,  and  indeed  to  all  your  officials 
with  whom  I made  contacts  personal  and  official. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPH  LYONS, 

M.B.,  Ch.B.,  M.R.C.S.,  D.P.H., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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SECTION  I 


Vital  Statistics 


Statistics — 

Area:  21,769  acres. 

Population:  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  Resident 
Population,  mid-1949:  3,930. 

Number  of  dwelling-houses:  1,572. 

Rateable  value:  £34.340. 

Product  of  a penny  rate:  £135. 


Summary  of  Vital  Statistics — 


Total 

M 

F 

Live  Births— 

Legitimate 

50 

23 

27 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  esti- 

Illegitimate 

2 

2 

“ 

mated  resident  Population:  13.2 

Still  Births — 

Legitimate 

1 

1 

_ 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

still)  births:  18.9 

All  Deaths 

57 

33 

24 

Death  Rate  per  1.000  of  the  esti- 

mated  resident  population:  14.5 

Deaths  of  infants 

under  1 year— 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  (Deaths 

Legitimate 

2 

1 

1 

under  1 year  per  1.000  live  births): 

Illegitimate 

“ 

' 

38.0 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  HEPTON  RURAL  DISTRICT 


1. 

2 

3. 

4. 

5. 
(). 
i . 
8. 
9. 

1U. 

11. 

12. 


14. 

IT). 

10. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20. 
21. 
22. 

23. 

24. 
2.7. 
20. 

27. 

28. 

29. 

30. 

31. 

32. 

33. 

34. 

35. 

36. 


1949 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH 

M. 

F. 

Typhoid  or  Paratyphoid  Fevers 

— 

— 

(Jerebro-spinal  Fever 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

1 

— 

Other  form  of  Tuberculosis 

— 

— 

Syphilitic  Diseases  ... 

— 

— 

Influenza 

1 

— 

Measles 

— 

— 

Ac.  Polio-myelitis  and  Polio-encephalitis 

1 

— 

Ac.  Infantile  Encephalitis  ... 

— 

— 

Cancer  of  Buccal  Cavity  and  Oesophagus 

(M)  and  Uterus  (F)  ... 

— 

— 

Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

2 

— 

Cancer  of  Breast 

— 

1 

Cancer  of  All  Other  Sites  ... 

2 

2 

Diabetes 

— 

— 

Intracranial  Vascular  Lesions 

3 

1 

Heart  Disease 

11 

11 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System  ... 

2 

— 

Bronchitis 

3 

1 

Pneumonia  ... 

2 

— 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

— 

1 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum  ... 

— 

— 

Diarrhoea  under  2 years  ... 

— 

— 

Appendicitis  ... 

— 

— 

Other  Digestive  Diseases  ... 

— 

— 

Nephritis 

— 

— 

Puerperal  and  Post  abortion  sepsis 

— 

— 

Other  Maternal  Causes 

— 

— 

Premature  Birth 

1 

— 

Congenital  Malformation,  Birth  Injury; 

Infancy  Diseases 

— 

— 

Suicide 

— 

— 

Road  Traffic  Accidents 

— 

— 

Other  Violent  Causes 

1 

1 

All  Other  Causes 

3 

6 

TOTAL  ... 

33 

24 
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PRINCIPAL  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1949 


Based  on  Registrar-General’s  Figures 


1 

Hepton  | 
Rural 

District  j 

Aggregate 
West  Ridingi 
Urban 
Districts  j 

/Vest  Riding 
Admin. 
County 

England  and 
Wales. 

( Provisional 
Figures ) 

BIRTH  RATE:- 

( per  1,000  estimated  population) 

13.2 

...  ' | 

16.8 

17.2 

16.7 

DEATH  RATES 

(All  per  1,000  estimated  population) 

All  Causes 

14.5 

12.5 

12.1 

11.7 

Zymotic  Diseases  (seven  principal)" 

Nil 

0.08 

0.08 

* * 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

0.25 

0.32 

0.32 

0.40 

Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis 

Nil 

0.05 

0.05 

0.05 

Respiratory  .Diseases  y 

(excluding  tuberculosis  of  respiratory 
system  ) 

1.78 

1.48 

1.44 

.. 

Cancer 

1.78 

1.88 

1.81 

1.87 

Heart  and  Circulatory  Diseases  + 

6.11 

4.36 

4.1 9 

INFANT  MORTALITY 
( Deaths  under  one  year  per  1,000  live 
births  ) 

38 

37 

38 

— 

32 

DIARRHOEA  : 

(Deaths  in  infants  under  two  years  of  age 
per  1 ,000  live  births ) 

Nil 

3.01 

3.27 

3.0 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY 

( Deaths  of  mothers  in  childbirth  per 

1,000  live  and  still  births) 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

Nil 

0.15 

0.15 

0.22 

Other  Causes 

Nil 

0.60 

0.68 

! 0.76 

j 

TOTAL 

Nil 

0.75 

0.83 

| 0.98 

* Combined  death  rate  from  smallpox  (if  any),  scarlet  fever, 
enteric  fever,  diphtheria,  measles,  whooping  cough,  also 
diarrhoea  in  infants  under  2 years  of  age. 

t Combined  death  rate  from  bronchitis,  pneumonia  an  3 other 
Respiratory  Diseases,  excluding  Tuberculosis  of  the  Respiratory 
System.  

t Combined  death  rate  from  Heart  Disease  and  other  Diseases  of 
the  Circulatory  System. 

**  Figures  not  available. 
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SECTION  II 


General  Provision  of  Health  Services 
A.  Hospitals 

There  is  no  hospital  in  Hepton  District.  Patients  requir- 
ing hospital  treatment  are  reierred  as  a rule  to  hospitals 
under  the  administration  ot  the  Halifax  Hospitals  Manage- 
ment Committee  (National  Health  Servicej.  Included  in 
this  group  are  the  Halifax  General  Hospital,  Koval  Halifax 
Infirmary,  St.  John’s  Hospital  (for  the  aged  and  chronic 
sick),  Northowram  Hospital  for  Infectious  Diseases,  Shelf 
Sanatorium,  Todmorden  Fielden  Hospital  (for  long  stay 
medical  cases  in  children),  and  Todmorden  Stansfield  View 
Institution. 

Maternity  beds  are  available  at  both  the  Halifax 
General  and  Koyai  Infirmary.  Priority  in  booking  is  given 
to  abnormal  cases,  mothers  expecting  their  first  child,  and 
mothers  with  unsatisfactory  home  conditions. 

Special  hospitals  (e.g.,  Mental  Hospitals,  special 
Orthopaedic  Hospital,  Tuberculosis  Sanatoria,  etc.)  outside 
the  Halifax  area  are  available  w hen  required ; - they  are 
situated  in  various  parts  of  the  so-called  “ heeds  Hospital 
Region  ” which  in  fact  extends  into  all  three  Ridings. 


B.  Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home 

The  West  Riding  County  Council  employ  two  nurses 
who  reside  at  the  Nurses  Home,  Hebden  Bridge,  and  their 
area  includes  the  Hepton  Rural  District.  I ntil  October, 
11)41),  they  were  both  responsible  for  the  joint  work  of  home 
nurse  and  midwife  in  a part  of  the  area,  hut  at  the  beginning 
of  October  one  nurse  became  a full-time  midwife  covering 
1 he  whole  of  the  district  and  the  other  nurse  became  a full- 
time  home  nurse  in  the  same  area.  Prior  to  April,  1941), 
these  two  nurses  had  tho  use  of  one  car  but  after  that  date 
a second  car  was  provided  by  the  West  Riding  County  Coun- 
cil thus  enabling  the  district  to  be  covered  more  easily  and 
greatly  facilitating  the  work. 
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G.  Ambulance  Facilities 


The  County  Council  took  over  the  control  of  the  ambu- 
lance formerly  provided  by  the  Hebden  Royd  and  Hepton 
Joint  Ambulance  Committee  towards  the  end  of  1947  in 
anticipation  of  the  operation  of  the  National  Health  Service 
Act,  1948.  The  ambulance  continued  to  operate  from 
Hebden  Bridge  as  previously,  supplemented  when  necessary 
by  the  ambulance  at  Todmorden  which  had  also  passed  to 
the  control  of  the  County  Council. 

D.  Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres 

There  are  no  clinics  or  treatment  centres  in  the  Hepton 
Rural  District,  but  mothers  and  children  resident  in  the 
area  can  attend  the  Pitt  Street  Clinic,  Hebden  Bridge. 

E.  Laboratory  Facilities 

These  are  provided  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
Service  (directed  by  the  Medical  Research  Council  for  the 
Ministry  of  Health)  at  a central  laboratory  in  Wakefield. 

F.  Issue  of  Anti-Toxin,  etc. 

Supplies  of  diphtheria  and  tetanus  anti-toxin  are  avail- 
able at  the  Halifax  Isolation  Hospital  and  the  Halifax 
General  Hospital  for  issue  to  medical  practitioners  requiring 
it.  By  arrangement  with  the  Regional  Hospital  Board 
supplies  are  also  kept  at  the  Divisional  Health  Office,  The 
Medical  Centre,  Todmorden,  for  the  use  of  local  medical 
practitioners  in  the  division.  A supply  of  reagents  for  diph- 
theria immunisation  is  also  available  free  of  charge  to 
private  practitioners  who  have  undertaken  to  participate  in 
the  West  Riding  County  Council’s  scheme  of  immunisation. 
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SECTION  III 


W.R.C.C.  PREVENTIVE  HEALTH  SERVICES 


A.  Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children 

Home  Visiting  of  Infants 

Total  number  of  births  to  Hepton  mothers  ...  ...  52 

Number  of  first  visits  to  children  under  1 year  ...  68 

Total  number  of  visits  to  children  under  1 year  ...  371 

Total  number  of  visits  to  children  aged  1 — 5 years  ...  458 


Day  Nursery  Accommodation 

There  is  a Day  Nursery  situated  in  the  centre  of  Hehden 
Bridge  to  which  children  from  the  Hepton  Rural  District 
can  be  admitted,  priority  being  granted  on  health  grounds. 

Care  of  Premature  Infants 

Special  equipment  and  nursing  staff  are  available  for 
use  in  the  home  in  cases  requiring  them. 

Provision  of  Maternity  Outfits 

These  are  provided  free  to  mothers  preparing  for  con- 
finement in  their  own  homes. 

B.  Midwifery  Service 

Number  of  confinements  at  home  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Number  of  confinements  in  hospital  ...  ...  ...  30 

C.  Home  Nursing  Service.  See  Section  II. 

D.  Ambulance  Service.  See  Section  II. 

E.  Health  Visiting 

The  duties  of  the  Health  Visitor  are  combined  with 
those  of  School  Nurse.  In  pursuance  of  the  National  Health 
Service  Act  the  scope  of  this  service  includes  home  visiting 
for  the  purpose  of  giving  advice  as  to  the  care  of  children, 
and  persons  (including  adults)  suffering  from  illness,  and 
of  expectant  and  nursing  mothers.  The  Health  Visitor  also 
gives  advice  in  the  home  as  to  measures  necessary  to 
prevent  the  spread  of  infection. 
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F.  Home  Helps 

The  development  of  the  Home  Help  Service  in  this 
district  was  severely  impeded  by  the  acute  shortage  of 
labour,  and  only  one  case  in  the  Hepton  Rural  District  was 
attended  by  a Home  Help  during  the  year. 

G.  Care  and  After  Care 

Special  provisions  are  in  operation  for  the  care  and  after 
care  of  patients  suffering  from  tuberculosis,  mental  illness 
or  defect,  venereal  disease,  and  other  illnesses. 

H.  School  Health  Service 

Number  of  Schools  in  district  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Number  of  children  in  attendance  at  school  at  end  of 

1949  24G 

Number  of  children  examined  at  school  during  1949  104 

This; figure  being  made  up  as  follows:  — 

Routine  examinations 67 

Additional  children  specially  examined 

at  request  of  parent  . . 3 

Re-examinations  34 

Number  of  above  children  referred  for  treatment  ...  9 

I.  Immunisation  and  Vaccination 

In  accordance  with  the  National  Health  Service  Act, 
immunisation  against  diphtheria  and  vaccination  against 
smallpox  may  be  done  either  at  the  clinic  or  by  the  family 
doctor. 
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Number  of  Children  in  Hepton  Rural  District  who 
completed  a full  immunisation,  1949 
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Estimated 

Mid-year  population  < 304 > < 425 > < — 729-> 


SECTION  IV 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Summary  of  Notifications  received  in  Year  1949 


DISEASE 


Total  Cases  Notified 


Smallpox 
Scarlet  Fever 
Diphtheria 

Typhoid  and  Para-Typhoid 
( erebro-Spinal  Fever  ... 
Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Pneumonia 
Erysipelas 

Ophthalmic  Neonatorum 
Encephalitis  Lethargical 
Acute  Poliomyelitis 
Measles 

Whooping  Cough 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 


2 


1 

o 


37 

3 

4 
1 


50 


Diphtheria 

It  will  be  noted  that  there  were  once  again  no  cases  of 
diphtheria  notified.  One  regards  this  as  a tribute  both  to 
the  general  health  of  the  children  and  to  the  success  of  the 
scheme  of  immunisation. 
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Tuberculosis 


The  number  of  new  cases  notified  during  1949  are  given 
in  detail  in  the  following  table:  — 

NEW  CASES 


AGE  PERIOD 
0—  1 
1—  5 
5—10 
10—15 
15—20 
20—25 
25—35 
35—45 
45 — 55 
55 — 65 
65  and  over 


Respiratory  Non-Respiratory 

M.  » F.  M.  F. 


1 


1 

1 


1 


2 2 1 
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HEPTON  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR 
Year  ending  December  31st,  1949 


Health  Department, 

District  Bank  Chambers, 
Hebden  Bridge. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Hepton  Rural  District  Council 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Members, 

1 beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  as  Sanitary  Inspector 
to  the  Hepton  Rural  District  Council  for  the  year  1949. 

Water  Supplies 

The  only  parts  of  the  district  provided  with  the  Coun- 
cil’s water  supply  are  the  village  of  TIeptonstall,  the 
Edgehey  Green  and  Colden  District  and  certain  houses  in 
Wadsworth,  Heptonstall,  and  Erringden,  which  fringe  on 
the  Hebden  Royd  U.D.C.’s  area,  and  are  supplied  by  that 
authority. 

In  all,  some  620  houses  are  supplied  with  water  from 
these  supplies  direct  to  the  houses,  no  houses  being  supplied 
by  means  of  stand  pipes. 


Heptonstall  Supply 

This  supply  is  purchased  in  bulk  from  the  Halifax 
Corporation,  and  is  pumped  from  their  filter  house  at  Hollin 
Hall,  Wadsworth,  to  the  Council’s  service  Reservoir  at 
Cross  Hill,  Heptonstall,  by  means  of  an  electrically  operated 
centrifugal  pump. 


1 he  consumption  of  water  since  the  installation  of  the 


Supply  has  been  as  follows 

1933- 34  

1934- 35  

1935- 36  

1936- 37  

1937- 38  

1938- 39  

1939- 40  

1940- 41  

1941- 42  

1942- 43  

1943- 44  

1944- 45  

1945- 46  

1946- 47  

1947- 48  

1948- 49  


1.939.000  gallons 

...  2,432,000  ,, 

...  2,326,000 

...  2,828,000  ,, 

...  2,326,000 

...  2,445,000 

...  3,656,000 

...  4,601,000  ,, 

...  4,450,000  ,, 

...  4,897,000  ,, 

...  4,921,000 

...  4,950,000 

...  4,905,000 

5.522.000  ,, 

...  5,720,000 

...  6,574,000 


Colden  Supply 

This  supply  is  obtained  from  a well  at  Edgehev  Green 
and  is  pumped  into  a small  elevated  storage  tank.'  This 
supply  is  not  adequate,  and  has  failed  again  on  several  occa- 
sions during  the  year. 

The  Council  have  approved  a scheme  to  extend  the 
mains  supply  from  Heptonstall  and  a start  will  be  made  on 
the  work  in  September,  1950. 


Charlestown 

Some  of  the  existing  supplies  in  the  Charlestown  area 
are  inadequate  and  polluted.  The  Knott  Wood  Supply  failed 
once  during  the  year.  The  district  is  within  the  statutory 
limits  of  supply  of  the  Todmorden  Corporation.  The  nego- 
tiations with  Halifax  Corporation  for  a supply  having  been 
unsuccessful,  Todmorden  Corporation  have  again  been 
approached. 

Wadsworth 

Apart  from  a few  houses  supplied  from  the  neighbouring 
Hebden  Koyd  I’.D.C.  there  are  no  publicly  owned  supplies 
in  this  parish. 

The  Joint  Water  Scheme,  commenced  last  year,  is  now 
nearing  completion,  and  should  be  in  service  within  the  next 
few  months. 


Number  of  samples  taken  for:  — 

Bacteriological  examination  4 

Satisfactory  ...  ...  ...  — 

Unsatisfactory  ...  ...  ...  4 

The  unsatisfactory  supplies  are  to  be  replaced  by  mains 
water  as  soon  as  it  is  available. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage 

One  sewer  extension  has  been  carried  out  during  the 
year.  A length  of  CUD  yards  has  been  laid  to  serve  a housing 
Estate  in  the  Parish  of  Wadsworth. 

The  drainage  scheme  for  the  Parish  of  Wadsworth  lias 
been  approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 


Closet  Accommodation 

Number  of  privies  with  open  middens  ...  ...  8 

Number  of  pail  or  tub  closets  ...  •••  482 

Number  of  privies  with  covered  middens  ...  ...  52 

Number  of  water  closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  439 

Number  of  waste  water  closets  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Number  of  privies  reconstructed  during  1949  as: 

(a)  W.C.’s  4 

(b)  Other  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Number  of  closets,  other  than  privies  reconstructed 

during  1949  as  W.C.’s  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Number  of  additional  closets  provided  for  old 
property  in  1949  as: 

(a)  W.C.’s  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  Other  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Number  of  closets  constructed  in  1949  for  new  houses: 

(a)  W.C.’s  4 

(b)  Other  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Total  number  of  closets  in  district  ...  ...  ...  981 

Percentage  of  closets  on  water  carriage  system  ...44.7% 


Grants  of  £7  10s.  Od.  are  made  by  the  Council  for  con- 
versions of  privies,  waste  water  closets  and  pails  to  W.C. 
system . 

Milk  Supply 

At  the  present  time  there  are  119  registered  producers 
of  milk  in  the  district,  but  of  this  number  30  are  registered 
only  for  the  production  of  butter  and  this  activity  is  now 
suspended. 

Of  the  remaining  89  producers,  20  hold  T.T.  Licences 
and  8 Accredited  Licences. 
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Five  samples  of  milk  for  bacteriological  examination 
Mere  taken  during  the  year,  all  of  which  were  unsatisfactory. 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  (Milk  and 
Dairies)  Act,  1944,  the  registration  and  supervision  of  Milk 
Production  was  transferred  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture 
and  Fisheries  from  October  of  this  year. 

The  supervision  of  distribution  of  Milk  still  remains 
with  Local  Authorities. 


Public  Cleansing 

Public  cleansing,  refuse  disposal  and  salvage  collection 
was  carried  out  during  the  year  at  a cost  of  £2,830. 


The  following  items  of  salvage  were  collected  and  sold 
during  the  nine  months  up  to  September  when  the  Council 


ceased  collecting  salvage:  — 

Tons  Cuts.  £ 

s. 

d. 

Scrap 

...  5 6.V  ...  14 

0 

0 

Mixed  paper 

...  17  3 ...  86 

0 

0 

Ihigs  

...  0 3 ...  3 

0 

0 

Total  ...  22  124  ...  103  0 0 


During  the  year  48  dustbins  were  provided  to  properties. 


Housing 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  the  district  ...  ...  1.872 

Number  of  back-to-back  houses  included  in  above  ...  100 

Inspection  of  dwelling  houses  during  the  year — 

1.  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health 
or  Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  81 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  81 

2.  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (1.)  above),  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consoli- 
dated Regulations  ...  ...  ...  •••  50 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  50 
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3.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  needing  further 
action : 

(a)  Number  considered  to  be  in  a state 
so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to 

be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  31 

(b)  Number  (excluding  those  in  sub-head 

(3)  (a)  above),  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habi- 
tation ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 


Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of 
formal  notices — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 


Housing  Act.  1936,  Part  IV,  Overcrowding — 

Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 

the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ...  14 


New  Houses — 

Number  of  new  houses  provided  during  the  year — 

By  the  Local  Authority:  Permanent  Type  ...  4 

Temporary  type  ...  Nil 
By  Private  Enterprise  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 


Nuisances 

The  number  of  nuisances  investigated  during  the  year, 
as  a result  of  complaint  or  found  during  routine  inspection, 
was  27,  and  in  addition,  60  were  outstanding  at  the  end  of 
1948,  total  87.  Of  these,  52  have  been  abated,  leaving  35 
outstanding. 

Abatement  of  the  nuisances  was  secured  bv  informal 
action. 


Routine  Sanitary  Inspection 

VISITS 


Fried  Fish  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Refuse  Collection  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Refuse  Disposal  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Factories  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Public  Conveniences  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Petroleum  Stores  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Dangerous  Buildings  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Public  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Di  •ainage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Water  Supplies  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 


Tents,  Vans,  Sheds 

There  are  33  living  vans  in  the  district  and  are  mainly 
used  for  week-end  holiday  purposes  only. 

Meat  Inspection 

Since  centralisation  of  slaughtering,  the  two  private 
slaughter  houses  in  the  district  have  been  closed  down. 

There  have  been,  however,  a number  of  home  producer’s 
pigs  killed  during  the  year  and,  when  requested,  inspection 
of  the  carcases  has  been  carried  out. 

In  conclusion,  I wish  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  Mem- 
bers of  the  Council  for  the  assistance  rendered  to  me  in  the 
carrying  out  of  my  duties.  I wish  also  to  express  my  appre- 
ciation for  the  advice  given  to  me  by  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health. 

1 remain,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  respectfully, 

WALTER  SMITH, 

M.S.I.A.,  C.R.S.I., 

Sanitary  Inspector  and  Surveyor 
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